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Mr. Genii:d Be
OS EPA
Wasl e IV) anagem eni Div isi on
•John F,, Kennedy Federal Building
Boston, MA 02"!'!03

Dear Mr. Soto'longo: " • *' ' ' '

The following are my comments on the January 1983 Draf t New Bedford
11 Rm edi al Action IV'l aster I" 1 an (R A.W1 P),

General coin me nils1:

Although in general the RAMP is a good document, "I think there are .seweral areas
which could be improved, The chief problem is lack of emphasis on 'disposal
methods/ options, Perhaps naively I believe "this to be the crux of the matter, and
suggest that i) cost analysis of various disposal methods is essential to any clean-up
plans. This study can be in concert 'wi th a determination of a mini mum acceptable
level of remedial nc t ion since an;/ cost analysis must lake both factors unto
consideration. Hence, project oi.O should have highest priority, follow fid by
projects 01)4 and CIOB, them 0(1!),

Further,, 1 -inspect much of the date called for in the RAMP already eisisls and
t h a t therefore! projects 00-I and 008 ought  to be brief in duration. The two y e a r s
suggested for 01)8 sounds ejtceiisivsi, Project 1)09 also ought to be shorter than two

V in all y, hot spot action dredging or temporal';) impoundment •• ought lo
commence as soon as possible,

liipecific comments

1. Page 12 •• 2.1 — "Undisclosed sources and sites" is in earning less, We can
correct what we 'know aboi.fl and incorporate new sites and sources while in
progress, The R A M P is, after all, dynamic.

!!. Page 14 •• !'!.3,'l — Several r ef R rein ees to I- 95 should be 1-11)5,,

IJ, Page 17 •• 2.3.1 — Why question the ualidity of the metals data? If metals do
behawe similarly lo PCB's (ie, correlate well to f ine grained sediments) and if
the problem is assumed to be the result oi ML, 40 years <>!' manufacturing,,
then we might assume "that measurements are ii'ot transient,,
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•I. Page IB •- 2,,3."l. •• Top ol' the page •»•• What data suggests depuration of FOB's"! 
TtK! idea is at odds w i t  h what, is known about PC 13 metabolism, In fact, how 
can one distinguish be I ween all l.he other factors ••-• age unid migration 
particularly — ajniill this so-called depuration. 'Tine notion of depui'a'l.ion is 
luisupported by AN Y data on lobsters Ln the harbor eoleel.ecl l.o date. 

!>,, Page! Ill •• !!,!!, II •• flieeofiid pans graph — Correct from Kl!» to HI SIS, 

Hi, Page 2(1- !i.3.2 - !!nd paragraph •— A continuing l:heme in l.lie RAMP is a 
tendency to dismiss existing data as "old" and call I'oir new studies, The Mew 
l-ledl arc! problem was decades in the in liking, no met ion has occurred !i>iiice l.he 
data were taken, no what new in forma lion can we obtain here? Even if new 
data are obtained on l:tie landfill, I ' l iO ill all.er oiir definition of tine sscope of 
l.he problem or tine direction!! we should lake in solving' il.? 

?, Page "!!4 •• '!!".!i",!:i • — Hi, vein where the air monitoring1 disclosed detectable 
amounts of PCID'B are they sijrnif iiMmt from a health standpoint'1 Wouldn't tJhie 
cturreotive actions propo,s<-!d vis-a-viia the sieiviige issyi-tenn tslimiriate tJhie 
probJura il'oi" I he most part? The issa&ting data j>eerri!> lo n?oni'inrn I ha I FCB's 
i-ire not 'I'ery volatile, Air rnoniloring might be better g-iitared to reconfirm 
existing data and check' on progress in eliminating1 PCH1!? from I coving the 
incinerator I'by r emonin  g them f r o  m the -tew age)., 

f j  . Page 24. •• 2..... 3.6 — .How much do we need to do here? Has anyone assessed 
the lild-sly !:,i[!TirlEi(:'aricc of these i.incHsctlosed i-atcs!' 

'!!. P i i f f  e ,;ti! - 4. [I ••-• Where is the rest of the paragirap h "' 

111. Ptvg& A I E I - A 1  9 •• Project DO!' ••••••• Ha i / en '  t same cA' these iiif.es (e.g. C ashman 
Pa rk I Ib e en in v e s liga I i-sdi alri-iad'w '' 

IPage A !!!!!•• /'I !!!i •• Project 1)1)8 •••••• This pro] eel is import iupil but iitn1!. this 
Some of the dlaf.a rna;; exist (food chain),, 

Pages A 2 6- A3 9 •• Projects i[IO<! and (111) •••••• The Imrne alloled far project (111) 
seems rather long,, especially since the information is; essential to project 
0(1 i). l,s the "faji t- lrHck" budget, part of the total budget or se jparn te  . 

I hope these comments are helpfi.il. If I can be of further assistance, do no I 
hesitate lo call. 

Robert H, Brown , Ph.D, 

R H B s  M 

cc,. Thonniiis IVIoMalion 
Ralph TImiperi 
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